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Objectives

• Provide an introduction to AQuESTT and its six tenets
• Build an understanding of the indicators included in 

the AQuESTT accountability system 
• Provide key timelines for fall 2019 classification
• Walk through the behind the scenes NEP Secure tool 
• Provide some helpful resources 
• Answer any questions 



Mission: 
To lead and support the preparation of all 
Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living. 

Goal:
Ensure all Nebraskans, regardless of 
background or circumstances, have 
equitable access to opportunities for 
success. 

Goal: 
Increase the number of Nebraskans who are 
ready for success in postsecondary 
education, career, and civic life.

Goal: 
Ensure the education system, including the 
Nebraska Department of Education, are 
taking charge of their roles and 
responsibilities to provide leadership and 
enhance school support systems in the state. 



Educational equity means all students have meaningful access 
to the educational resources they need at the right moment, 
at the right level, and with the right intensity to not only reach 

high expectations for learning, but also to discover and 
explore their passions and make meaningful connections 

within the context of their postsecondary interests, careers, 
and civic lives.

Educational Equity 



School Improvement Core 
Beliefs

We believe: 

● ...in the value of work already taking place in schools. 
● ...all schools can improve. 
● ...it’s not our students’ fault. 
● ...school improvement is fundamentally about equity. 



What comes to mind when you 
hear “school accountability”?



● State and federal mandates
● Set standards for all schools 
● Ensure responsible use of taxpayer 

investment & focus funds for 
improvement 

● Expose and close achievement 
gaps among student groups 

● Create a framework for school 
improvement 

Why do we need an accountability system? 



AQuESTT Tenets 



Developed in 2014-15, AQuESTT is a classification system and a 
broader system of school improvement.

Classification + Framework for Improvement = AQuESTT



Status (Percent Proficient) - 4, 3, 2, 1 
Classification 
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Evidence-Based Analysis  +1 +0

For more information on 
classification, visit 

www.aquestt.com/resources 
and select “2017-18 
Classification Rules”

http://www.aquestt.com/resources


Evidence-Based Analysis (EBA)  Process
• EBA is a self-reported survey of the protocols, policies, and 

practices a school is implementing  
• Raw classification + EBA Adjustments = Final Classification
• EBA Review implemented in response to school/district 

feedback 
• Provides opportunity to validate EBA scores 
• Schools submit evidence to support EBA scores 
• Reviewed by independent panel of ESU, NDE, and district personnel 

• Roughly 10% of schools eligible for EBA adjustment 
• 2017-18: 5.6% of schools received EBA “bump” 
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Priority Schools
Among the lowest performing 
schools AND demonstrate the 
greatest need to implement and 
sustain school improvement efforts

Comprehensive Support & 
Improvement (CSI)

• Lowest 5% of Title I 
schools 

• High schools with grad 
rates below 67%

• Consistently 
low-performing student 
group *Beginning in 2019, any 

school with consistently 
low-performing subgroup 
may not be classified as 

Excellent

Targeted Support and 
Improvement (TSI)

• Consistently 
low-performing 
student group
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27 schools

4 
schools

Designation



Student Groups
● Black/African American

● Latinx/Hispanic

● Asian

● Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

● American Indian/Alaska Native

● Two or More Races

● White

● Economically Disadvantaged

● English Learners

● Students with Disabilities. 



https://bit.ly/2Z6Peef



● nep.education.ne.gov 
● One-stop shop for 

education data  
● Compare Feature 
● Data Downloads 

Nebraska Education Profile 

https://nep.education.ne.gov/


Portal.Education.NE.Gov 

Superintendents access ADVISERHelp@Nebraskacloud.org or 888.285.0556

Nebraska Education Portal -- 
Superintendents have access and 

provide codes to users. 



To Access NEP Secure: 

















https://bit.ly/2Z6Peef

https://bit.ly/2Z6Peef


Key Messages 
Highlights 
● Very few, small tweaks to AQuESTT 

system this year 
● Earlier timelines 
● Enhancements to streamline the EBA 

process 
● Data available on Nebraska Education 

Profile 
● Targeted Support and Improvement 

Designation 

Handout in session materials 



Timelines 



Helpful Resources:
www.aquestt.com/resources

www.attendanceworks.org

www.nematerialsmatter.com 

http://www.aquestt.com/resources
http://www.attendanceworks.org
http://www.nematerialsmatter.com


Questions:
1. What questions do you have? 

2. What are your biggest concerns with our 
current system? 

3. How can our system better serve 
schools/students?

4. How can I get this information out to more 
schools?



Lane Carr
Director - Accountability and AQuESTT

lane.carr@nebraska.gov 

If you’re interested in serving 
as an EBA reviewer, please 

contact me ASAP! 

mailto:lane.carr@nebraska.gov

